Nuclear Waste Isolation Activities Report

Wiring to light the tunnels in the Near-Surface Test Facility and to
provide electricity for computer equipment and heater testing equip-
ment is being installed at the Hanford Site on Gable Mountain.

tunnel excavation, the construclion force of more than 60 men from Genstar
Construction Company removed basaltic rock equivalent to a roadway 7
miles long, 18 feet wide, and 3 feel deep.

The "jumbo" drilling machines and dump Irucks called "muckers", used
during excavation, have been pulled out. A crew of about 30 technicians and
electricians from the J. A. Jones Construclion Company has begun the
intricate work of installing sophisticated sensory instrumentation devices for
the heater tests. More than 30 BWIP engineers and staff members have
recently moved to the NSTF site.

A number of 18-foot heaters, to be placed in vertical core holes drilled
in the basalt, will simulate the thermal output of spent fuel. Before and afterf the
